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	WHY IS INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY IMPORTANT?

· Half of the world’s 6000 to 7000 languages are in danger of extinction 
· If these languages were to become extinct, this would threaten the diversity and cultural richness of the world we live in.
· We can all take on the responsibility to become more aware of the importance and value of all languages.


	

	

	
	SIGN LANGUAGE

· Sign language began in the 16th century when an Italian physician called Geronimo Cardano, decided to teach deaf people by writing a combination of symbols and associating them with the thing they represented. 

· An estimated 50,000 people use British Sign Language as their first language
· To learn some basic signs visit the Royal National Institute for Deaf website www.rnid.org.uk .



	ANIMAL LANGUAGES

· Honeybee dance – ever seen a honeybee dance? 


These unique highly evolved dances are performed to communicate distance, direction, quality, and quantity of a food source or nesting location to other bees.

· Bird songs – songbirds can be very articulate. African grey parrots are famous for their ability to repeat human 
language, and seem to show signs of understanding it.

· Whale songs – it is still a mystery what these very social and intelligent animals really communicate – although very different from the human 
language, whale songs cannot be easily dismissed as not being complex or expressive enough.


	HOW MANY!?!
The number of first language speakers for…
1. Chinese (Mandarin) 
- 
1,075,000,000

2. English 
- 

514,000,000

3. Spanish 
- 

425,000,000

4. Hindustani 
- 

357,000,000

5. Russian 
- 

275,000,000

6. Arabic 
- 

256,000,000

7. Bengali 
- 

215,000,000

8. Portuguese 
- 

194,000,000

9. Malay-Indonesian 
- 

176,000,000

10. French 
- 

129,000,000
	SAY HELLO IN 10 LANGAUGES!
Hindi
Namaste
Mandarin
Ni hao
Hebrew
Shalom
Japanese
Konichiwa
Polish
Dzien Dobry
Spanish
Hola
Irish
Dia Duit
Persian
Salam
Serbo Croation
Zdravo
Vietnamese
Chao



	DID YOU KNOW?

· The first word spoken on the moon was ‘okay’. 

· Seoul, the South Korean capital, means ‘the capital’ in Korean 

· The word ‘checkmate’ in chess comes from the Persian phrase ‘Shah Mat’, which means, ‘the King is dead’ 

· Canada is an Indian word meaning ‘big village 

· The most common name in world is Mohammed 

· Mafia in Old Arabic means 'sanctuary'.
· Karoke means 'empty orchestra' in Japanese
· 'Zorro' means 'fox' in Spanish 
· You won’t find a six in Cameroon phone numbers -the language has no sound for ‘x’.


QUIRKY QUIZ

1. You are in a restaurant and the waiter brings you ‘il conto’, would you … 

· 
Eat it?

· 
Pay it?

· 
Put it on your lap?

· 
Drink it?


Answer: Pay it, ‘il conto’ means bill in Italian

2. A friend gives you a shalwar kameez. What would you do with it? 
· 
Eat it

· 
Sit on it

· 
Rest your head on it

· 
Wear it


Answer: Wear it, a shalwar kameez is a long tunic like garment worn 
with loose trousers. It is often worn in Pakistan and India.

3. When you get back from holiday a friend asks ‘did you get those brogues in Ireland?’ What are they talking about?

· 
Your trousers

· 
Your walking shoes

· 
Your gloves

· 
Your socks

Answer: Your walking shoes

4. You are following road directions in Kentucky (USA) and have been told to turn right at a ‘farriers’. What does a farrier do? 

· 
Farms

· 
Makes horseshoes 

· 
Works in a national park

· 
Makes jam

Answer: A farrier makes horseshoes for a living

5. You’re at an Irish restaurant and the waiter asks if your parents would like some mead. What would they do with it? 

· 
Sign it

· 
Spread it on a roll

· 
Drink it

· 
Eat it

Answer: Drink it, mead is an alcoholic drink made from honey

6. You’re in a taxi in Germany, the driver asks ‘Wo gehen wir hin?’ What is she asking? 
· 
Where do you want to go? 
· 
What is your name? 

· 
Do you mind if I smoke? 

· 
Do you know the way?


Answer: Where do you want to go? 
7. If you went to a ‘cabeleireiro’ in Brazil, would you be…

· 
Water skiing?

· 
Going to a carnival?

· 
Getting your hair done?

· 
Getting your car fixed?

Answer: Getting your hair done, cabeleireiro means hairdresser in Portuguese.

8. If you were in Athens and caught a το λεωφορείο (pronounced toe layofor-ee-o), you would have…
· Caught a cold?

· Caught a fish in the harbour?

· Caught a bus?

· Caught the news bulletin 

Answer: Caught a bus, το λεωφορείο means bus in Greek.

9. If you were staying with a Zulu family and they were going on a day trip by ‘stimela’, how would they be travelling? 

· 
By car

· 
By train

· 
By boat

· 
By coach

Answer: By train, ‘stimela’ means train in Zulu.

10. When you went to visit the Tower of London you saw the Keeper of the Crown Jewels polishing the diadem, what was he polishing? 

· 
A crown

· 
A sceptre

· 
A sword

· 
A brooch

Answer: Crown, diadem is another English word for crown! 

Debate

Suitable for: Guides and Senior Section

Duration: 30-60 minutes

Preparation: none

Equipment: none

The unit divides into two debating teams. 

TEAM 1

Argue that: 

· English is the most important language in the world

· For people from different countries to get on they need to speak the same language and as so many people already use English that would be the best language to use

· Children from all over the world should be taught English at school

· Other major world languages are also important but it is not necessary to preserve the languages with less than 10,000 speakers

· Governments should not get involved in preserving a language, if the language dies it’s because there’s no one left to speak it so no one will miss it

· Language is a barrier, it can be manipulated by nationalists to cause a divide where none exists

TEAM 2

Argue that: 

· Each language in the world, no matter how small, is vitally important to preserve our cultural and social heritage

· Governments all over the world should do more to preserve languages nearing extinction, each language that dies makes the world a less diverse and interesting place to live. 

· Language is not a barrier, it is however a cultural symbol which makes a particular group of people unique and gives them a feeling of unity.

At the end of the debate hold a discussion about the different issues raised and how these would affect, say a business person in Tokyo or a rural farmer in Namibia who can’t speak English. 

For further information visit: 

www.survival-international.org
www.unesco.org
Matching pairs 


Suitable for: Rainbows, Brownies, Guides 

Duration: 30-45 minutes

Preparation time: none

Equipment and materials: Copies of the cards below, cut into sections.
How it works: 

For Rainbows and Brownies: 

· Cut out the cards in the first two columns of the table below, shuffle them and spread them out face down on the floor. 
· Each girl takes it in turn to turn over two cards, if they match, you get to keep them. 

· Keep going until all the cards are used up. The girl with the most cards wins.

Talking points: Chinese Years, Chinese calendar, when their birthdays are, different ways of celebrating events etc

For Guides and senior Section:

Cut up the cards and get the patrols/groups to try and match them all up considering the characteristics in relation to birthdays of girls in the unit.

Talking points: Chinese Years, Chinese calendar, when the girls’ birthdays are, different ways of celebrating events, stereotypes.
THE CHINESE CALENDAR
	ABOUT THE CALENDAR

The Chinese Lunar Calendar is a yearly one. The start of the lunar year is based on the cycles of the moon. Because of this cyclical dating, the beginning of the year can fall anywhere between late January and the middle of February. In 2005 the first day of the Chinese New Year is February 9. 
	THE CYCLES

The calendar runs in a cycle of 60 years made up of five cycles of 12 years each. The Chinese Lunar Calendar names each of the twelve years after an animal. 
Legend has it that Buddha summoned all the animals to come to him before he departed from earth. Only twelve came to bid him farewell and as a reward he named a year after each one in the order they arrived. The Chinese believe the animal ruling the year in which a person is born has a profound influence on personality, saying: ‘This is the animal that hides in your heart.’

	
	WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THE YEARS? 

zi 
-
rat

chou 
-
ox

yin 
-
tiger

mao 
-
rabbit

chen 
-
dragon

si 
-
snake

wu 
-
horse

wei 
-
goat

shen 
-
monkey

you 
-
rooster

xu 
-
dog

hai 
-
pig


	The Chinese New Year is the main holiday of the year for more than one quarter of the world's population!
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	2005 will be the year of the Rooster in the Chinese Calendar
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	Chinese Symbol
	Animal
	Characteristics

	Rat
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	​​​______ are said to be imaginative, charming and very generous to those they love - although they do have a tendency to be quick-tempered and over-critical. They are supposed to make good writers, critics and publicists.

	


	
	

	Rabbit
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	______ are affectionate, co-operative and pleasant, with lots of friends. But they can get too sentimental and seem superficial. Ideal careers areas include law, diplomacy or the stage.

	


	
	

	Horse
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	If you are born in the Year of the _______ then you are amazingly hard working and very independent. Although you are intelligent and friendly, you can sometimes be a bit selfish. Career wise you would make a good scientist or poet.

	


	
	

	Rooster
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	The sign of the _____indicates a person who is hard-working and definite about their decisions. _____are not afraid to speak their minds and can therefore sometimes come across as boastful. They make good restaurant owners and world travellers.

	


	
	

	Ox
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	______ are born leaders, inspiring confidence in everyone they come into contact with. However, they can be too demanding. Methodical and good with their hands, they make fine surgeons and hairdressers.

	


	
	


	Dragon
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	________ tend to be popular individuals who are always full of life and enthusiasm, with a reputation for being fun-loving. They make good priests, artists and politicians.

	


	
	

	Goat
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	Those born in the Year of the _________ are said to be charming, elegant and artistic, who like material comforts. A bit of a worrier they also have a tendency to complain about things. Jobs as actors, gardeners or beachcombers would suit.

	


	
	

	Dog
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	___________ are honest and faithful to those they love but they tend to worry too much and find fault with others. They make ideal secret agents or business people.

	


	
	

	Tiger
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	_________ are said to be bold and adventurous, and are bestowed with initiative and charm. However, they have a tendency to be risk takers, making them act before they think about the consequences. They tend to make good bosses, explorers or racing drivers.


	Snake
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	People born in the Year of the Snake are deep. They say little and possess great wisdom. They never have to worry about money. Snake people are often quite vain, selfish, and a bit stingy. Yet they have tremendous sympathy for others and try to help those less fortunate. They are determined in whatever they do and hate to fail. 

	Monkey
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	If you are born in the Year of the _________, you are very intelligent, well-liked by everyone, and will have success in any field you choose. Lucky old you!

	Pig
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	People born in the Year of the ________ are honest and tolerant and make good friends, but tend to expect the same from everyone else, and more often than not they end up disappointed. They thrive in the arts as entertainers.


	Sign

Pig


Dog

Rooster

Monkey

Goat

Horse

Snake

Dragon

Rabbit

Tiger

Ox

Rat

Pig

Dog

Rooster

Monkey

Goat

Horse

Snake

Dragon

Rabbit

Tiger

Ox

Rat

Pig

Dog


Rooster

Monkey
	Birth Dates

February 18, 2007 - February 6, 2008


January 29, 2006 - February 17, 2007


February 9, 2005 - January 28, 2006

January 22, 2004 - February 8, 2005

February 1, 2003 - January 21, 2004

February 12, 2002 - January 31, 2003

January 24, 2001 - February 11, 2002

February 5, 2000 - January 23, 2001

February 16, 1999 - February 4, 2000

January 28, 1998 - February 15, 1999

February 7, 1997 - January 27, 1998

February 19, 1996 - February 6, 1997


January 31, 1995 - February 18, 1996


February 10, 1994 - January 30, 1995

January 23, 1993 - February 9, 1994

February 4, 1992 - January 22, 1993


February 15, 1991 - February 3, 1992


January 27, 1990 - February 14, 1991


February 6, 1989 - January 26, 1990

February 17, 1988 - February 5, 1989


January 29, 1987 - February 16, 1988


February 9, 1986 - January 28, 1987

January 20, 1985 - February 8, 1986


February 2, 1984 - January 19, 1985

February 13, 1983 - February 1, 1984


January 25, 1982 - February 12, 1983



February 5, 1981 - January 24, 1982


February 16, 1980 - February 4, 1981



Stop! You can’t say that! 
Suitable for: Brownies, Guides and Senior Section (you may need to adapt the words accordingly)

Duration: 30-40 minutes

Preparation time: none

Equipment and materials: a copy of the attached cards cut out for each girl in the unit

How it works: 

‘Stop! You can’t say that!’ is played in two teams against the clock. The object is to get your team mates to guess the word on your card without using any of the other words also given on the card. The opposing team must keep a close ‘ear out’ to catch you out if you do. Can you describe ‘wristwatch’ without mentioning ‘time’, ‘wrist’, or ‘clock’? Each person has 30 seconds to describe their word. If the team guesses correctly they get one point. If the other team catches the participant saying a word they should not, they get a point. 
Talking points: 

How would it feel if words from your language suddenly started to disappear? 

Is it frustrating not to be able to communicate easily? 
	Photo frame

You may not say:

Photo

Frame

Picture

Camera


	Summer camp

You may not say:

Camp

Summer

Tent
	World Centre

You may not say: 

World 

Centre



	Tea Pot

You may not say: 

Tea

Pot

Cup


	Aeroplane

You may not say: 
Fly

Wing

Plane


	World Thinking Day

You may not say: 

Think

Birthday



	Internet

You may not say: 

Computer

Cyberspace

On-line

Surfing

Web


	Ice skating

You may not say: 

Ice

Skate

Boots


	Aerobics

You may not say: 
Gym

Trainers 



	The United Nations

You may not say: 

Countries

World


	The Queen’s Speech

You may not say: 

Elizabeth II

Royalty

Talk


	Puppet show

You may not say: 
Punch

Judy



	Table

You may not say: 

Chair

Leg

Tablecloth
	Pen

You may not say:

Write

Pencil

Ink
	Mobile phone

You may not say: 

Telephone 

Talk

Bill



	Language

You may not say:

Speak

Words

Country


	Television

You may not say:

Programme

Show

Signal

Satellite

Cable


	Holiday

You may not say: 
Vacation

Break

Flight

	Kitchen

You may not say: 

Cook

Eat

Food

Fridge

Oven
	Restaurant

You may not say: 
Chef

Cook 

Eat 

Food 

Waiter 
	Rollercoaster

You may not say: 

Ride

Fast

Scream

	Car

You may not say: 

Drive

Motor

Road


	Pedestrian 

You may not say:

Walk

Foot/feet

Pavement


	Laugh

You may not say: 

Ha Ha

Joke

Funny




What does my name mean? 

Suitable for: Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section

Duration: 30-60 minutes

Preparation: looking up the names of all girls in the units (approx. 20 minutes)

Equipment: craft materials, key ring makers, badge makers
How it works: 

Visit www.behindthename.com to find the meanings of the names of the girls in your unit. Share the meanings with the girls. If appropriate hold a small discussion on where their names came from etc. 

Provide the unit with craft materials to make a key ring/badge or fridge magnet depicting the meaning of their name. 

Funky foam can be used to make key rings. Add a safety pin on the back and you have a badge! Stick a magnet to the back of anything you make and you’ve got a fridge magnet! Get creative!

Example: 

Ananda

Feminine form of Anand which means "happiness" in Sanskrit
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Call my bluff
Suitable for: Guides and Senior Section

Duration: 30-45 minutes

Preparation time: none

Equipment and materials: Attached cards cut up, any props that would add entertainment!

How it works: 

The unit divides into two teams. 

Each person in each team will get a chance to present a word (see attached cards) to the opposing team and suggest three possible meanings for it. The opposing team will guess which meaning they think is correct. 

The game works really well when the person presenting the word embellishes her stories or recruits some of her team members to act the meanings out. 

If the opposing team guesses correctly they receive a point. If they don’t, the other team gets a point. The girl could then share the top three facts about the language that the word originates from (the facts are printed on the cards). 

	‘mazl-tov’

Yiddish
It could mean…
a) The wooden wheel of a Medieval carriage

b) Congratulations or good luck
c) An Eastern European delicacy similar to a doughnut 

Correct answer – b

	Facts about Yiddish

· Seriously endangered language

· Age of Yiddish in years: 1,000 

· Number of Yiddish speakers in the world in 1939: 11,000,000
· Number of Yiddish speakers in the world today: less than 4,000,000. 




	‘cilay’

Crimean Tartar

It could mean…

a) I apologise for breaking your fine china cup

b) An engagement ring worn by any royalty 

c) To cry, crying, tears 

Correct answer – c
	Facts about Crimean Tartar

· Seriously endangered language

· There are less than 7,000,000 speakers in the world today

· The Crimean Tatars are a Turkic people who inhabited Crimean peninsula from the 13th Century to World War II




	‘nuester’

Dalmation

It could mean…

a) Father

b) The reigns of a horse

c) A stone used to build cobbled streets

Correct answer – a
	Facts about Dalmatian 

· Extinct language

· The language existed until the end of the 19th Century, when in 1898 its last speaker died.

· The language was spoken on the shores of what is today Croatia

· Dalmatian has close contacts with Italian and Serbo-Croation 


	‘diolch yn fawr iawn’

Welsh

It could mean…

a) Thanks very much
b) My mother helps me with my homework
c) I am rather sleepy, please excuse me yawning

Correct answer – a
	Facts about Welsh
· The Welsh word for Wales is Cymru (Kumree), the land of the Comrades; the language as Cymric (Kumrige).
· There are 580,000 speakers
· 44,600 of them are aged 5-9
·  47,100 of them are aged 10-14. 
· 19% of the Welsh population speak the language, and 33% able to understand it.

	‘báisteach’

Irish Gaelic

It could mean…

a) An apparatus used in the kitchen to beat eggs
b) Rain

c)  A birthday party
Correct answer – b
	Facts about Irish Gaelic

· 260,000 speakers worldwide

· The origins of Irish Gaelic can be traced back to Central Europe in the 5th Century B.C.

· The Irish uncial alphabet originated in medieval manuscripts as a variant of the Latin alphabet and is still used on road signs and public notices throughout Ireland.


	‘azoka’

Basque

It could mean…

a) Rays of sunshine

b) A doctor’s waiting room

c) A traditional, outdoor market

Correct answer – c
	Facts about Basque

· Endangered language

· There are around 600,00 speakers in the world

· Speakers are concentrated around the French/Spanish border


	‘pesciu’

Corsican

It could mean…

a) Fish and seafood

b) A fair or fete in a village
c) A clock tower found in a village square
Correct answer - a

	Facts about Corsican

· Potentially endangered language

· French is the official language of Corsica, but a large number of Corsicans speak Corsican – Corsu
· There are around 160,000 speakers in the world


	صَلَوتْ
‘salaat’

Arabic
It could mean…

a) A small village
b) A special Middle Eastern salad with tomatoes, cucumber and lemon juice
c) Prayer
Correct answer - c

	Facts about Arabic

· Arabic is spoken by approximately 160 million people

· Arabic words used in English include “alcohol” and “mattress”

· As well as being an everyday spoken language, Arabic is the holy language of Islam

	סבבה
‘sababa’

Hebrew
It could mean…

a) Grandpa’s beard
b) A cactus that grows in the Negev desert in Israel
c) Cool! (as in excellent)
Correct answer - c

	Facts about Hebrew

· Hebrew is read from right to left

· The Hebrew Alphabet is called the AlefBet and has 22 letters and no vowels

· There are around 5,150,000 speakers in the world



	‘Pelmeni’
Udmurt
It could mean…

a) The internationally famous Udmurt dumplings

b) A book

c) Warm underwear

Correct answer - a
Correct answer – c
	Facts about Udmurt
· Udmurt is a minority language, spoken by 714, 800 in the Republic of Udmurtia

· Udmurt has been a written language using the Cyrillic alphabet since the 18th century


	‘kawo loch’
Luo 
It could mean…

a) Taking leadership

b) A warm bath

c) I’m going shopping

Correct answer - a

	Facts about Luo

· Luo is spoken in Kenya and Tanzania

· There are roughly 3,408,000 speakers in the world today



	‘hory me’
Hixkaryana
It could mean…

a) Monkey

b) big

c) I’m starving

Correct answer - b

	Facts about Hixkaryana

· It is a Carib language, spoken by just over 500 people on the Nhamund river, a tributary of the Amazon River in Brazil. It is unique in that it is one of the only known natural languages to possess an Object Verb Subject word order. 


	‘gbom
Degema (Nigeria)
It could mean…

a) A bow and arrow

b) A pesky little fly

c) Bite
Correct answer – c
	Facts about Degema
· Degema is spoken by about 50,000 people in the Degema Local Government Area of Rivers State of Nigeria. 

· It is spoken by two autonomous communities: Usokun-Degema and Degema Town, which have a common origin. 


	‘yìlí-kà:rì’
Laal
It could mean…

a) My baby

b) Mobile telephone

c) tommorrow
Correct answer - c

	Facts about Laal
· It spoken by about 300 people in three villages opposite banks of the Chari River in Chad, in central Africa

· The language's speakers are mainly river fishermen and farmers; they also sell salt extracted from the ashes of palms 




	‘John baa baxay’

Somali

It could mean…

a) John eats potatoes

b) John went out

c) John can run

Correct answer - b

	Facts about Somali
· There are around 6, 700, 000 Somali speakers
· Somalia is the only country in Africa where all its inhabitants speak the same language




	‘Snaan’

Bengali

It could mean…

a) Shower

b) Milk chocolate

c) Peanuts

Correct answer - a

	Facts about Bengali
· There are 215,000,000 speakers

· Bengali is the second most spoken language in India after Hindi.
· Bengali is spoken in West Bengal and by almost the entire population of Bangladesh. Like Hindi, it is descended from Sanskrit, and has the most extensive literature of any modern Indian language.


	‘Kya aap angrezi boltay heyn?’
Urdu

It could mean…

a) Do you speak English?

b) Do you like ice cream?

c) What are you doing tonight?

Correct answer - a

	Facts about Urdu
· 58,000,000 speakers
· Spoken in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Botswana, Fiji, Germany, Guyana, India, Malawi, Mauritius, Nepal, Norway, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Thailand, UAE, United Kingdom, Zambia.


	‘saltchuck’
Chinook Jargon

It could mean…

a) To be sick

b) Ocean

c) A flower that grows by the sea

Correct answer - b

	Facts about Chinook Jargon

· The language is extinct. 

· Chinook Jargon was a trade language that was used extensively in the 19th century and first part of the 20th century for communication between Europeans and ‘First Nations’ people in much of the Pacific Northwest




	‘Uwariake’
Tuscarora

It could mean…

a) White

b) A shark

c) Teacher

Correct answer - a

	Facts about Tuscarora

· The Tuscarora language is nearly extinct

· Tuscarora is spoken by only around 7 or 8 speakers in Canada and 17 people in total

· All the speakers are elderly




	‘Nis Kur’
Ainu

It could mean…

a) Cloud (sky’s shadow)

b) A tall tree

c) A map

Correct answer - a

	Facts about Ainu

· A nearly extinct language spoken in Japan and also in Russia

· Only 15 people speak only Ainu, the rest of the speakers also speak Japanese.


	‘Chooch’
Mayan, Yucatec

It could mean…

a) An adult

b) Bacon

c) Intestines

Correct answer - c

	Facts about Mayan, Yucatec
· 700,000 speakers in the world

· Yucatec Maya is spoken among the indigenous people of the Yucatán Peninsula of Mexico. 
· It has no word for yes, there is no word for please and the way of saying "thank you" literally means "God pays."


	‘overraskelse’
Norweigan

It could mean…

a) How you feel after eating too much

b) To oversleep

c) Surprise

Correct answer - c

	Facts about Norwegian
· There are about 4,000,000 Norwegian speakers

· Norwegian consists of two distinct dialects, bokmål and nynorsk. Both are part of the Scandinavian language family, and both have equal status in Norway.
· Most newspapers and television and radio broadcasts are in bokmål, which is closely related to Danish.


	‘Doo-ping’
Kuttung

It could mean…

a) Returning boomerang

b) Snake in the grass

c) Mosquito

Correct answer - c

	Facts about Kuttung

· Extinct language

· The Kuttung dialect was spoken amongst the Australian Aborigines living along the southern bank of the Karuah river and the south shore of Port Stephens, New South Wales, Australia.

· There are at least 70 Aboriginal language groups within New South Wales, each with their own language


	‘Wah bin’
Vietnamese

It could mean…

a) peace

b) my favourite teacher

c) computer

Correct answer - a
	Facts about Vietnamese

· Over 68,000,000 speakers



SAY WHAT?


There are 6,809 living languages in the world today


---


About 4000 of these languages have fewer than 10,000 speakers!











